
Dear Parents,

What a delightful morning I had over in Malvern last Saturday. So many Berky 
children and parents visited the Art Exhibition, and you will not be surprised to know 
that Alice S’s picture of a Budgerigar was announced as “Best in Exhibition’.  
Many congratulations to Alice... a very talented artist, and thoroughly deserving of this 
accolade and of her Art Scholarship too.

We had some very interesting pupils and staff arriving at school last Friday for our 
World Book Day! I spoke to the BFG, a number of Gangsta Grannies, Cruella de Vil 
and several dalmatians, Denis the Menace and numerous Minions! It was a great day, 
and I am always impressed with how eager and enthusiastic the children are for  
these events.

This week our intrepid and determined Eco-Warriors set off for their first litter-pick 
of the areas around school. They were keen to collect all the rubbish and recycle 
what they could. They looked very professional in their hi-vis jackets, and I hope this 
will encourage others to not drop litter in the first place. The Eco-Warriors, brilliantly 
led by Miss Walter, Miss Martinez, Jacob F, Sam B and Hannah D are pushing for us 
to reduce our carbon footprint and I am extremely grateful for their ideas - many of 
which are being considered.

I was disappointed to miss the Year 1 Assembly on Wednesday, but I hear from  
Mrs Roddy Watts and the Year 1 staff that the children were excellent. They do love 
performing and it is such an important part of education. I have loved looking at all 
the artwork they have created this term and I am sure you have too.

At the end of term Miss Evans, English in Years 5 and 6, is starting her maternity 
leave and we wish her all the best. Mrs Macpherson-Light, TA in Prep, is taking on 
her teaching role and this transition has already started as Mrs Macpherson-Light is 
already know by the children in Prep. Mrs Macpherson-Light is a very experienced 
and able teacher of English and the children will continue to make great progress in 
the subject.

A reminder that tomorrow is Open Morning and we look forward to seeing many 
prospective parents. Kindergarten, Reception and Year 2 parents are also very 
welcome to visit too and see the next stage of your child’s schooling. The staff and 
Year 5 and 6 tour guides are looking forward to seeing you!

Next Tuesday we are holding a mufti day to raise money for the Ukrainian refugees. 
We are supporting UNHCR who we have supported before and who offer direct 
support to refugees around the world. We have been in touch with them and at the 
moment they are specifically collecting funds for Ukrainian families who have fled 
their country. On Tuesday the pupils can wear yellow and blue, the colours of the 
Ukrainian flag. I appreciate that some of you may be thinking how you can support 
practically with clothes etc. but the charities are being overwhelmed with these 
sorts of donations, so we are collecting money ONLY. Please bring in cash on the 
day.  Thank you... and we will be collecting for this charity through this term at other 
school events too.

Richard Cross 
Headmaster

NEWS FROM THE HEAD

Diary dates
THE WEEK AHEAD
Tues 15th March
MUFTI day yellow/blue  
for Ukraine
Wed 16th March
2.30pm - U11/U10  
Football v King’s, Glos (H)
2.30pm - U10 Netball  
v  King’s, Glos (A)
2.15pm - U8 Netball  
v Dean Close (A)
3.00 - 3.30pm - Kindergarten 
Wednesday Wander
Fri 18th March 
6M TomatoJack Mosiac Workshop
2.30pm 
U8 Netball v King’s, Glos (A)

ReminderNext week’s STEM club will be after lunch on Friday rather than after  school on Thursday.No Prep sports club after school on Thursday; all due to the Races.

FRIDAY 11TH MARCH
SPRING TERM



KINDERGARTEN 
Although the days have been cold, Kindergarten have 
been enjoying the sunny weather and spending lots of 
time outside. Our new topic of ‘Spring into Life’ is well 
underway and the children have already painted some 
beautiful spring flowers. 

This week we made individual fruit cocktails by choosing 
some of the same fruits eaten by The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar in the story by Eric Carl. We also took delivery 
of 36 caterpillars; the children are eagerly watching them 
grow and can’t wait for us to transfer them into their 
indoor garden where they will form cocoons and then 
hatch into butterflies; when this happens, we will set them 
free in the school’s Wildlife Garden.

Inspired by the children’s interest in nature, we have planted 
some runner beans and named them. We have been 
learning about how roots grow down into the soil to 
take water up to the plant and how the shoots will grow 
up towards the sun; we are waiting patiently for Beanie, 
Bella and Jack to poke their heads above the soil. 

Don’t forget Wednesday Wander for Kindergarten parents 
on Wednesday 16 March 3.00-3.30pm. During this half 
hour we encourage the children to take ownership of the 
Kindergarten and talk about our lovely displays and other  
on-going projects; this helps to develop their sense of 
belonging, self-confidence and self-esteem. MM

EARLY YEARS  

VALUES TREE

THIS WEEK’S AWARDS 

Kindergarten: Ben C, Ruby H, 
Ayla A, Henry D

Edna Bear: Lana G, Toby W

News from Early YearsNews from Early Years



News from Early YearsNews from Early Years
RECEPTION
All children and staff have returned to school looking 
forward to the exciting activities planned for this term 
leading up to Easter. Early Years and Pre-Prep celebrated 
World Book Day last week. It is a day when children 
and adults remember and celebrate the importance of 
reading for pleasure. The children and staff came to school 
dressed as a favourite book character and looked great! 
They loved talking about their book character. Thank you 
for the fantastic costumes you provided for the children.

The children were very excited when they received 
a special bag with beans after reading ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’, and they decided to plant them. They have 
become very diligent gardeners, ensuring their beans have 
plenty of water, warmth, and light. So far there have been 
no sightings of tall beanstalks or even giants! 

This week we have explored the 
work of Andy Goldsworthy; we 
discussed how his art makes us think 
about the world around us and how 
nature is art. It reminds us of our 
connection to nature. Goldsworthy 
is one of Britain’s best modern 
sculptors and he makes land art 
using natural materials that sit 
directly in the landscape. He made 
works of art using stone, sand, 
water, leaves, flowers, berries, 
ice, snow, feathers, bone and even dung. 
We decided to have a go but didn’t use animal dung! The 
children had great fun creating their own individual land 
art using natural materials. Their finished creations are 
fantastic and all  
very individual.

The EYFS 2021 reforms include an addition to the 
safeguarding and welfare section where settings are 
required to promote the ‘good oral health of children’. 
The aim of the requirement is to reduce tooth decay in 
children and associated hospital admissions. The children 
and staff discussed the following: 
• The effects of eating too many sweet things
• Talking about regular toothbrushing – twice a day for 
two minutes using a fluoride toothpaste
• How we brush our teeth 
• Visiting the dentist and what happens at the dentist 

The best part of this was when the children were invited 
to use their knowledge of tooth brushing on the Giant 
Teeth Dental Demonstration Model!

EARLY YEARS  

VALUES TREE

THIS WEEK’S AWARDS 

Reception: Finley S, Kitty L, 
Elliott L-O, Sophie H, Zac H, 
Harvey M, Maddie L G, Layla F



TOP TIP...
Don’t throw out your  
single-use face masks, 
instead consider  
recycling them at Wilko! 

     

Eco newsEco news

TOP TIP 2 ...
FROM A YEAR 3  
ECO-WARRIOR
We are so proud of this Year 3 eco-warrior, who 
collected sea glass on his holiday during half term, 
and made this beautiful turtle collage with it.  
The message: ‘Being Kind Will Save the World,’  
is particularly poignant at this troubled time.  
The eco tip of the week is for other children to look 
out for sea glass on their beach holidays, and to 
make similar, beautiful artwork.

The Prep School’s Berky Gets Greener eco committee 
sporting their smart, high-vis jackets!



News from around  News from around  
  the school  the school
NATIONAL QUIZ  
CHAMPIONSHIPS
The two Berky quiz teams battled hard on Tuesday in the 
online heat of the National Schools’ Quiz Championships. 
Subjects ranged from astronomy to WWI and from 
YouTubers to flags so every brain cell was put to good use. 
I don’t think that our teams finished high enough in the 
rankings to qualify for the next stage but they can all feel 
proud of their broad general knowledge. They represented 
the school proudly and with style. Congratulations to 
Barnaby W, Zoe B, Joseph W, Seb C, Wilf M, Alastair M, 
Evie W and Rishik R. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE SCHOOLS’ 
WILDLIFE QUIZ  
CHAMPIONSHIP
 A qualifying quiz took place in school this week to choose 
the Berky team to participate in the County Schools’ 
Wildlife Quiz. The four players who, among other things, 
could most successfully identify chaffinches, pikes and 
dormice and to categorise common puffballs, merlins and 
red admirals were Isabel C, Harry H, Ben A and Amelia 
J. Primrose P will act as reserve. This quartet will now be 
busy swotting for our first quiz fixture against  
Grangefield Primary later this month.

CROSS  
COUNTRY  
TRIUMPH!
Huge congratulations to 
these Prep School pupils, 
Lydia M and Ella H, (Y4), and Max H, Otto S, and 
Ben J, (Y6) who all finished in the top 50 in their 
respective cross county races at St Edward’s Prep 
School yesterday afternoon! The course - which 
is notorious for its steep hills - is tough, and so 
Otto coming in fifth, and Max in first place was a 
huge achievement, and means that both boys will 
compete at the Cheltenham District qualifier at  
St Edward’s tomorrow, for a place in the county 
team! Well done to all  
these children!



Sports reportSports report
FOOTBALL
U8 Buffaloes v St Edward’s
This was a very closely fought game that saw the 
Buffaloes challenged the most that they have been 
this term. St Edward’s had some skilful payers that 
created plenty of opportunities for themselves and 
spent quite a bit of time in our half.

The Buffaloes played very well but must 
remember when we have the ball in our own half 
that we need to spread out forwards to get the 
ball into the opposition’s half. Jacob and Charlie 
both had good halves in goal making saves, Isaac 
kicked the ball nicely to other members of the 
team, Fergus and Jasper made some great tackles 
and Hughie and Toby’s hard work paid off with a 
goal each. The match ended in a draw of 2-2.  
Well played, boys.

U9A v Wycliffe College
Our last home match of the season and possibly 
our best chance of a first victory saw us playing 
Wycliffe on Wednesday in just about perfect 
conditions. With Wycliffe only fielding two sides 
and playing both our U8s and U9s, this was the 
last of the four matches played so there was only 
15 minutes in which to secure a result.  For the 
first time in five matches we didn’t concede any 
soft goals in the opening salvo. We camped out 
in the Wycliffe half for almost the entire match; 
despite this we could not convert even simple 
scoring opportunities. Wycliffe’s only chance came 
mid-way through the game with a well taken free 
kick which hit from 30 yards, which hit the back of 
the net before our goalkeeper had time to see it. 
Numerous other chances were missed by Berky 
and we finally lost the game 1-0. 

U10B v Wycliffe College
Physical and pacy opponents proved tough nuts to 
crack for our lads while the fabled Wycliffe slope 
took its toll in the first half. The Berky players 
showed great determination and tackled with grit 
throughout. The 6-1 scoreline doesn’t tell the 
whole story of a fabulous team spirit and a  
never-say-die attitude. Good effort, chaps.


