
 
 

Dear Parents,

It has been another of those extraordinarily busy weeks and on the whole the sun 
has shone too. I hope that everyone has a chance for some rest and relaxation this 
weekend.

The school photograph on Tuesday, the first one since 2018, was brilliant. The 
whole school came together, pupils and staff, and for many it was their first school 
photograph. The photographer said to me afterwards that, ‘hand on heart, your 
children are the best-behaved children I have seen for 5 years’. It was a lovely 
comment and made me very proud - the children and staff should be proud too.  
We look forward to seeing the first proof of the photograph very soon.

I have also been very proud to see all the medals appearing from the Cheltenham 
Performing Art Festival. It was lovely to hear how they got on and on a couple of 
occasions an impromptu personal performance was given for me too! Well done to 
all those who took part and a big congratulations to those gaining medals.

We were back to fixtures again on Wednesday - despite the weather - and we had 
much success. Match reports can be found later in the newsletter - but a good win 
for my U11B team!

The preparations for the Jubilee Picnic on the 27th May are well underway. The year 
groups will join together for fun and games - it is always lovely to see the youngest 
and oldest enjoying time together - and we will all, weather permitting, have our 
picnic lunch on the Pre-Prep lawn. This will be followed by community singing. 
The children will then be presented with a ‘party bag’ including Queen’s Jubilee 
memorabilia.  Parents are welcome for the picnic and singing from 12:30pm and this 
will finish at 2pm, when you will be able to take your child/children home for half 
term if you wish.
Staff updates:
I am sad to let you know that Laura Langley will be leaving us at the end of term.  
Mrs Langley was my first appointment and arrived in January 2011, nearly  
12 years ago, and she has been a fantastic teacher across Reception and Key Stage 1.  
We will miss her hugely. She is leaving to undertake further study at University, in 
order to support children through counselling. We wish her all the best. I will be 
advertising and interviewing for her replacement in the  
coming weeks.

We will also be advertising for a 
Teaching Assistant for September 
so if you know anybody who might 
be interested, please do point them 
in our direction.

 

Richard Cross 
Headmaster

NEWS FROM THE HEAD

Diary dates
THE WEEK AHEAD
Mon 16th May
Y5 Trip to The Living Rainforest
2.30pm U10 and U11 Girls’ 
Cricket v Hopelands (H)
Tues 17th May 
Y3 Trip to Chedworth Villa
Weds 18th May 
2.15pm U10 and U11 Girls’ 
Cricket v Rendcomb (A)
2.30pm U9A and U9B Boys’ 
Cricket v Beaudesert (H)
Fri 20th May 
8.30am Visiting Heads’ Assembly 
- Mr Burke, St Edward’s
2.15pm U9 Boys’ Cricket  
v King’s, Gloucester (H)
2.30pm U9 Girls’ Cricket  
v King’s, Gloucester (A)

FRIDAY 13TH MAY
SUMMER TERM



KINDERGARTEN 
This week in Kindergarten we have been reading the story 
‘The Train Ride’ by June Crebbin. This is a story about 
a little girl who travels across the country to visit her 
grandma. The story contains lots of repetitive phrases and 
rhythmic language to replicate the sound of a train moving 
across the tracks. These two factors have captured 
the children’s attention, imagination and helped them 
remember significant story language. During our Circle 
Time we discussed and drew a picture of a special person 
the children would like to meet them at a train station; 
they drew pictures of grandmas and grandads, siblings, and 
their pets.

In the train station role play the children have had lots of 
fun creating ice creams out of shaving foam and hundreds 
and thousands; there has been lots of discussion about 
flavours, the different toppings and how much each one 
should cost. 

We had another successful Wednesday Wander this 
week, with our children taking ownership of their 
Kindergarten to show family members around. It is always 
lovely to hear the children bursting with pride when 
talking about their work that’s displayed and explaining 
about the activities they take part in during the day. We 
endeavour to provide excellent working partnerships with 
our parents so that the children become more confident 
and secure in Kindergarten; this helps develop positive 
relationships, growing self-esteem and further resilience  
to overcome any challenges. MM

EARLY YEARS  

VALUES TREE

THIS WEEK’S AWARDS 

Kindergarten: Freya C,  
Toby K, Penny L, Charles R, 
Berry S, Freddie S, George W

Edna Bear: Freddie B,  
Ottilie P

News from Early YearsNews from Early Years



EARLY YEARS  

VALUES TREE

THIS WEEK’S AWARDS 

Reception: Elliott L-O,  
Eliyas  SR, Francesca I,  
Gabriel G, Maddie LG , Layla F, 
Isabel B, Heath G, Harvey M, 
Nina C

News from Early YearsNews from Early Years
RECEPTION
Reception children are very excited about their topic, 
‘Around Great Britain with Berky Bear.’ Berky Bear made  
a grand entrance with a suitcase and passport this week. 
He is looking forward to touring Britain, and after half 
term, travelling abroad!

The children have also enjoyed learning about life cycles 
and seasons over the past two weeks. During one of our 
carousel activities, music was used as a prompt for art!  
The children listened to Vivaldi’s Four Seasons and 
discussed the different music they heard for each of 
the seasons. On a sheet of paper, they made their own 
marks and pictures to represent the different sounds they 
had heard. The children came up with some interesting 
interpretations and shared their creations with each other! 

During Forest School, the children went on a Minibeast 
Hunt! The children discussed the term ‘minibeasts’ and 
learnt why they are important to us:
  Pollination and food production  

(bees, flies, and beetles)

  Soil production  
(worms and beetles– that break down  
organic matter)

They set off armed with magnifying glasses and bug pots 
to go on a bug hunt. Everyone showed their findings 
and then the minibeasts were returned to their natural 
environment. HRW



EARLY YEARS & PRE-PREP 
BEHAVIOUR POLICY
Our Behaviour Policy (Values) has been revised 
and updated. They have been generated by the 
School Council and are prominently displayed 
in each classroom. They are discussed with the 
children at the start of each term.

• We are kind 

• We are helpful

• We are honest and tell the truth

• We share and take turns

• We listen to each other

• We take care of our school

• We try our best

• We help everyone to have fun

Throughout Early Years and Pre-Prep, pupils 
are rewarded with pom-poms  when they 
demonstrate positive behaviour and effort. 
These are collected in a class jar. Each week, 
during the  Friday celebration assembly, each 
class’s jar is emptied into the large jar in the 
hall. When this is full, the whole of Early 
Years and Pre-prep receive a reward such as 
extra playtime, party games, a special snack, 
a film. HRW

Our values
We are kind 

We are helpful
We are honest  and tell the truth

We share and take turns
We listen to each other

We take care of our school
We try our best

We help everyone  
to have fun



TOP TIP  
FROM Y1
‘Reject, Reduce, Reuse, Recyle’ 
‘Save the Sea’

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
FOLLOWING PUPILS WHO 
HAVE BEEN ELECTED THIS 

TERM’S PREP SCHOOL ECO REPS:
Charlie W (3C), Isabella B (3M), Isaac R (4E), Kitty H (4T), 
Amelia J (5K), Tatiana H (5B)

Eco newsEco news



CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL  
OF PERFORMING ARTS
Many congratulations to all our pupils who 
took part in the Cheltenham Festival of 
Performing Arts. Here are a few of them:



News from around the schoolNews from around the school
IZZIE’S SALE FOR  
ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY
Very well done to Izzie G and her pals, Oscar and 
Vivienne, who raised an impressive total of £206.25 
for the Alzheimer’s Society. Izzie had spent the last few 
weeks making gorgeous pom-pom keyring, bracelets and 
book marks to sell in the Prep playground during break 
times, and they sold like hot cakes. Also popular was 
her ‘Guess the Name of the Teddy’ competition, which, 
coincidentally, was won by Oscar. Known for his  
kind-hearted ways, (he has recently been a recipient 
of the Kindness Cup) he decided to give the teddy to 
another child. So Year 4 pupil Ben S took it home. 

We are very proud of our Year 6 team.



GIRLS’ CRICKET 
U10 v Dean Close Prep School
The weather held fair, despite looming black 
clouds! The two matches were played on 
astro, so there were many opportunities for 
boundaries! The girls’ bowling has improved, 
with greater accuracy towards the wicket.   
We still need to work on better communication 
and decisive action between the wickets. But 
the girls tried hard and enjoyed, for some of 
them, their first match  
of the season. Well done, ladies!

Berky 221 - DCPS 225

Berky 227 - DCPS 258

BOYS’ CRICKET
U10B v St Edward’s 
This week the U10B team played a home 
cricket match against St Edward’s. The boys 
started well with the first pair scoring a few 
fours. Unfortunately, both teams found bowling 
a challenge which meant that it was tricky for 
our boys to hit a ball and score more runs. 
The boys lost two wickets to St Edward’s and 
finished their innings on 283-2. When they 
came to field, they covered the boundary well 
but the high number of no balls and wides when 
bowling gave St Edward’s an advantage.  
The match finished with a St Edward’s win.

Well done boys, a good effort and a close 
score.

Berkhampstead 283-2 
St Edward’s 293-1 

U11A v St Edward’s
The U11A team enjoyed a successful pairs 
match against St Edward’s on Wednesday. We 
batted first and immediately played positively. 
Ben J scored a fine 17 to get us off to an 
explosive start. This was backed up with some 
strong batting from Max H (16), Joe W (14) 
and a good finish from Manas (11) and Felix 
(12). We finished on a score of 301 having lost 
8 wickets.

St Edward’s responded with a strong opening 
partnership but we gradually took control of the 
match taking wickets at regular intervals. Sam 
had the best bowling figures taking 2 in 2 balls 
and just missed out on a hat trick. Other wickets 
came from Reuben, Felix, Seb, Joe and Max. 

St Edward’s finished on 261 having lost 8 
wickets, resulting in a fine win to Berky by  
40 runs. Well done to all of the boys. 

U11B v King’s Glos & St. Edward’s
Over the last two weeks the U11B team 
have played two matches and played well in 
both. The game against King’s was close and 
with 3 overs to go Berky looked like winning. 
Unfortunately, three quick wickets (taking 15 
runs off the total) changed the outlook and 
the game ended in a narrow loss. This week 
though there was a big improvement across 
bowling, fielding and batting. With each player 
bowling two overs, they started with very 
accurate bowling from Barnaby, Jacob, Oscar 
and Harry. This put pressure on the St. Edward’s 
batsmen, and they gave away three wickets. The 
boys couldn’t maintain their accuracy but still 
restricted St. Edward’s to 89 runs off 16 overs. 
In the batting Tom and Will top scored with 
Ben and Jacob close behind, and with Harry, 
Freddie, Oscar and Barnaby playing their part 
to a very good 23 run win. Well done boys and 
congratulations to captains Oscar and Barnaby.

Cricket reportsCricket reports......

Cricket match changesWeds 18th is now U9A & B  v Beaudesert at homeWeds 25th also U9A & B  v Beaudesert at home 


