NEWS FROM THE HEAD

FRIDAY 17TH JUNE
SUMMER TERM

Dear Parents,
The PTA Ball last weekend was superb and brought together over 200 of our
community for a lovely evening at Hatherley Manor. It was summed up beautifully by
an email I received this week that said... “The testament of Berky is that its playground
is full of so many smiling children. It seems as much can be said of the adults.”
An enormous thank you to Joey Bowden and the PTA team for organising such a
lovely occasion.
Berkhampstead has been even more of a hive of activity than usual this week. There
have been enthusiastic clusters of children gathered putting together acts for ‘Berky’s
Got Talent.’ The finals are next week, and everyone is looking forward to it. In Prep,
rehearsals for the Year 6 leavers’ production ‘Pirates of the Curry Bean’ have also been
underway. The Early Years children have been singing and acting in preparation for their
show in the Andrews gym, and songs from ‘Stella the Starfish’ - a play about our oceans
- have been echoing around the Pre-Prep building. Sports Day practices have also been
in full swing with the children jumping, throwing and running.
Next week we look forward to the Year 6 Leavers’ Recital at the Parabola Arts Centre
at Cheltenham Ladies’ College. This is always a special event and an opportunity to see
and hear how well our Year 6 have progressed musically over their time at Berky.
The Summer Fete - a highlight of the term - and a true feat of organisation, is almost
upon us. This involves huge efforts by a whole range of parents, children and staff and
is always a super event. The Year 6 children run their own stalls, there are activities
galore and refreshments in the form of Pimms or cups of tea. I look forward to seeing
you next Saturday, 25th June, and fingers crossed for the weather.
PARKING
PLEASE would all parents park legally and with consideration for local residents.
This is a request that we make regularly and the behaviour of a small number
of parents means that we have to keep repeating it. The safety of the children,
pedestrians and other road users is paramount and it is compromised when
driveways are blocked and/or double yellow lines are ignored.

Richard Cross
Headmaster

The Prep school
eco committee
welcomed MP for
Cheltenham, Alex
Chalk to one of
their meetings this
morning.

Diary dates
THE WEEK AHEAD
Mon 20 June
5pm - 7.30 pm Cheltenham and
District Schools Athletics
Wed 22 June
U9 Girls’ Cricket Tournament
U10 Girls’ Cricket v Richard Pate
(A)
U11/U10 Boys’ Cricket
v Hatherop (A)
U8/U9 Girls’ Cricket
v Beaudesert (H)
Thurs 23 June
2.15pm Kindergarten to
Reception Transition
2.30pm New Children to
Kindergarten session
6.00pm Y6 Leavers’ Recital
Fri 24 June
Visiting Head’s Assembly Mr Cox - Rendcomb College
U8 Boys’ Cricket v Richard Pate
(H)
U8/U9 Girls’ Cricket v
Rendcomb (A)
Sat 25 June
11.00am - 2pm PTA Summer
Fayre
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News from Early Years
KINDERGARTEN
Our topic of Percy the Park Keeper is well underway,
and the children are loving playing in the new role play
area of ‘Percy’s hut’. We have heard lots of conversations
whilst the children dress up as their favourite characters
and re-enact some scenes from these lovely stories. We
have provided stick puppets with all the children’s faces
on them and some Percy characters too; there was
great excitement when some of the children started to
tell the story of ‘The Rescue Party’ - it involved all the
Kindergarten children needing rescuing and not the rabbit!
We have all enjoyed the gorgeous sunny weather this
week and the children have wanted to spend lots of
time in our outdoor classroom. They have been talking
about how blue the sky is and the different shapes of
the clouds, so we decided to go outside lie down on the
grass and look up at the sky. It was interesting to listen to
the children’s ideas of what they could see or hear: birds
singing, the kitchen fan, children laughing, teachers talking,
clouds moving, the trees moving and rustling.
The children have been choosing different materials to
mark make with from the literacy box and building dens
and nests for Percy the Park Keeper animals from various
building materials.

THIS WEEK’S AWARDS
Kindergarten: George B,
Max S, Toby W, Amber W,
Henrietta C, Lana G, Seth D
Edna Bear: Penny S, Adelaide R

News from Early Years
RECEPTION
Welcome back! I hope everyone had a lovely half term
break. The children have returned to school happy and
eager to engage in all the exciting activities they have
planned with staff.
We have had such positive New to Reception sessions it was lovely to meet the children.
Early Years children are practising for our Summer
Concert, “The Three Billy Goat Gruff and the Big Bad
Troll.” The children are very excited about their parts and
Mrs Sallis has been busy teaching them all the songs and
actions. Reception children are learning their lines thank you for your support with this.
After having such a great time touring Great Britain,
Berky Bear got the travel bug to travel even further
afield! Armed with a suitcase and passport he set off to
go around the world. His first stop was Italy where he
wanted to make a pizza and sample Italian ice cream.
The children decided to create their own ice creams and
send them to Berky Bear. Berky Bear loved them!
As Berky Bear wanted to make pizza, the children very
kindly wrote pizza instructions for him and then we
agreed we could make some of our own. They had a
great time making the pizza, and the best was eating them!
The children cannot wait to see where Berky Bear
travels next!

Father’s Day is a such special day,
and our literacy activities were all about Dads. In
literacy, the children read
“My Dad” by Anthony Brown. In this charming story, a
boy describes and exaggerates the many accomplishments
and feats of his father, which inspired the children’s own
writing. They explored similes and described their Dad
using them. They wrote some fantastic sentences. In their
French lessons, Madame McCreanor shared “Mon Papa”
with the children and they loved listening and responding
to the story in French!
‘My Dad’ continued with
our creative activities.
The children created
portraits of their Dad for
their Father’s Day card.
They thought very carefully
about their father’s
features and painted
thoughtful portraits that
we hope will treasured
for years to come.

THIS WEEK’S AWARDS
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Reception: Elliott L-O,
Gabriel C, Louie D, Thomas
H, Maddie LG, Layla F, Zac H,
Flynn J
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Eco news

Congratulations to this green-living Year 4 pupil who
was awarded his Berky Gets Greener Eco-Warrior
badge in assembly this week. His eco habits are plentiful
and include helping the family grow vegetables and
herbs, encouraging his family to leave part of their lawn
un-mown and helping save the family’s food waste
to use as compost in their garden. He also intends to
build a swift box with his Dad at the weekend. (He has
already made a bug box and has hung a bird feeder in
a tree). Well done from everyone at Berky!

ALEX CHALK VISIT
We welcomed MP for Cheltenham, Alex Chalk to
school this morning. Year 6 Eco-Warrior leader Jacob
F had written to Alex with concern about the alarming
quantity of soft plastic that is produced, and invited him
to an eco meeting to discuss what the government is
doing to help reduce it. Jacob kicked off the meeting
with a very interesting presentation, and discussions
about eco matters with the committee and Alex
followed this. Well done to Jacob, and thank you to
Alex for coming in.

PTA NEWS...

NEWS FROM THE PTA
Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone who came to the
Summer Ball last Saturday – what a truly wonderful evening,
with the sun shining, great atmosphere, amazing music and a
fab amount of money raised for the school! Thank you
to everyone!
Once we have checked all the details we will of course share
the total; however, it was just lovely to come together as
a community and have a good time, celebrating Berky.
Our next event, is the wonderful Summer Fayre on Saturday
25th June 11am-2pm, taking place for the first time since
Covid-19. It will be very special coming together as a
community with the children for this event so please do
come a long and enjoy the Fayre.
We will have wonderful stalls again, including stalls from the
Year 6 leavers, Mrs Agg’s wonderful plant stall, refreshments,
including Pimm’s, ice-lollies, cakes, soft drinks etc. and lots of
fun and games, including the famous Tug of War! We will also
be hosting a raffle for the return of our great year group
hampers, which are always fabulous.
If you do have any plants or good quality teddies you wish
to donate for a couple of stalls, please do bring them to the
school office before the fayre.
Look forward to seeing you all at the Fayre in the sunshine!
With best wishes,
Joey
PTA Chair
Warm wishes,

Joey
pta@berkhampsteadschool.co.uk

News from around the school
JUBILEE GARDEN

DEAN CLOSE STRINGS DAY

Work on our new Prep School garden is progressing
well. There is a smart path leading to the wellbeing pod, a
handsome gravelled area, and planters for herbs and flowers,
which will be adorned with the beautiful, nature-inspired
mosaic panels that Year 6 created a few months ago. Prep
pupils were invited to suggest names of the garden, and
the School Council voted for their top ten. The children and our wider community on Instagram - voted for their
favourite and the winner was ‘Jubilee Garden.’

Yesterday, 23 children went to Dean Close School for a
fantastic Strings Day led by the brilliant Carducci Quartet.
There were over 100 instrumentalists involved and we
had the largest contingent of a visiting school with a
wide range of ages. Divided between two ensembles,
our players spent the day rehearsing new music from
sight-reading at the start, to performing for parents in
the Bacon Theatre at the end. This is challenging stuff!
Naturally, everyone wants to play well and get the notes
right, but in a large group you are required to keep up
with the speed of the conductor and play in time with
everyone else. But, as we rehearsed over and over,
each time there were a few more correct notes and the
music was gradually learnt. The larger group performed
‘Supercalifragilistic’ and ‘Mamma Mia’ and they should
feel very proud of their achievements, especially since,
for most, it was their first experience of a Strings Day.
The more advanced players rehearsed a very descriptive
piece, ‘The Mary Rose’, including many different string
techniques of pizzicato, glissando, tremolo and spiccato
(ask any of them for explanations!) and they ended the
concert with an old favourite, ‘Plink, Plank, Plunk’, which
is played entirely pizzicato! The children were terrific with
their enthusiasm and positive attitudes and I felt very
proud of them all. PM

s....
Cricket reports..
U9A v The Richard Pate School

Berky U9As went into their penultimate game
of the season looking to build on a so far
unbeaten season. Playing in almost perfect
conditions we won the toss and for the first
time this season put the opposition into bat.
RPS; struggled to find runs at the start of their
innings as our fielding showed just how much
it has improved this season. Our bowling was
below par, giving away almost two thirds of
RPS’s final total of 66 in wides and no balls.
The only wicket taken was by Dylan with a fine
catch by Wilf at deep mid-wicket. We began
our batting with two encouraging opening
partnerships of 43 from Ted and George and
33 from Ben and Dylan. And with the score
standing at 66 our final pair only had to play
out the final 4 overs sensibly! That didn’t quite
go to plan with Wilf being bowled with the first
ball and subtracting 5 from our score. However,
the pair recovered to produce a superb display
of batting which saw four 4s and a six being hit
to all corners of the ground. Wilf and Alistair
adding 33 to add to our final total of 99 for 3
and resulting in a win by 33 runs. Well done
boys for an excellent team effort!

s....
Cricket reports..

U9 Blue Team v The Richard Pate
School

It was a glorious afternoon when we arrived
at RPS, all the girls were excited for the match
and we saw some fantastic cricket from the
girls. We won the toss and Berky chose to field
first. We started strongly, taking a wicket within
the first over and then four more wickets, all of
which were particularly memorable throws at
the stumps from afar from Claudia and Melba,
and excellent bowling from Coco, Millie and
Claudia. In fact, our girls’ bowling was superb
overall, placing the ball nicely for the opposition
and (unfortunately for us) leading to them
scoring more runs. When it was our turn to
bat, we faced some unreliable bowling, but
Melba and Allegra were a high-scoring pair and
we saw Evie and Coco consistently achieving
four after four! In the end, there was only a 12
run difference and, although it was a Berky loss
and we have plenty to learn from our match, it
was a very much enjoyed experience and we
are already looking forward to the next fixture.

