NEWS FROM THE HEAD
Dear Parents,
I hope that as the first full week of term draws to a close you and your family are back in a
familiar routine. It has certainly been a joy being back in school with the children. They have
been in great spirits and clearly delighted to be back together after the summer holidays.
There are always moments in school which remind me what a privilege it is to work alongside
such wonderful children and staff. Yesterday I visited the Year 5 children on their outdoor
adventure residential trip in the Forest of Dean. They were having an amazing time and
what shone through was the trust, respect, and teamwork shown amongst the children and
between the children and staff. If you want to see more, then do follow the school Instagram
feed on berkhampstead_school
It was lovely to see all the Early Years and Pre-Prep parents this week. I attended a lovely
- and very sociable - Kindergarten Information Evening on Monday where the parents
learned more about the routines and education that our youngest children get. They also got
to know each other and shared contact details to keep in touch for playdates and parties
for the children. I am sure there will be some mums’ and dads’ evenings too. I am aware of
WhatsApp groups for year group parents and these are extremely useful for communication.
Please use these positively; any concerns regarding the school should be directed via email to
the school office office@berkhampsteadschool.co.uk or for academic matters academic@
berkhampsteadschool.co.uk and for pastoral matters pastoral@berkhampsteadschool.co.uk
- thank you.
I appreciate that at the start of term getting to know all the details of activities and events
can be difficult and that there is always room for improvement in communication from us.
Please bear with us as we risk assess and configure clubs and fixtures to ensure that there is a
breadth and a fairness with what is offered across the year groups. More will come on stream
as the term progresses and we will do our best to communicate this to you.
Please use the iSAMS Parent App and Web Portal for updates to the calendar. We will start
to move letters, emails and messages to this App too so that they are all in one place for you.
Of course, we do much prefer face-to-face conversations with parents and, now we can meet
and greet in the morning and after-school, do please approach staff if you have any queries or
concerns - it is a much better way to communicate than email.
I am also acutely aware of the difficulties in parking for drop off and pick up and we will
continue to do what we can to help. We have put on an additional minibus pick-up in the
morning to try and help this. The minibus will pick up from Cheltenham Racecourse car park
(where the park and ride is) at 8:20am in the morning, which I hope will help some parents
avoid the busy traffic around the Pittville Circus Road area. Please contact the school office
for more details and to book your child on to this bus service.
I would like to reassure you that we are still very aware of the COVID risks and that air
quality monitors are now installed in most classrooms and particularly in those areas we are
more concerned about. It seems clear that having fresh air and keeping the air flowing will
significantly reduce the risk of transmission. I am also acutely aware that the strain of the last
18 months, particularly on parents of younger children, has been a challenge.
Next week I am away from school for three days on the annual Headmaster’s Conference.
This obviously hasn’t been held for over two years so I am looking forward to catching up
with the latest educational developments and trends as well as sharing ideas with other
Heads around the country.

Richard Cross
Headmaster
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Diary dates
THE WEEK AHEAD
Wednesday 22nd September
2.30pm - U11 & U10A&B Boys’
Rugby v Hatherop Castle(A)
2.30pm - U9A&B Boys’ Rugby
Festival at Beaudesert(A)
2.45pm - U10 Girls’ Hockey
v RPS(A)
Thursday 23rd September
4.00pm - U10 Girls’ Hockey
v St Ed’s (A)
Friday 24th September
2.30pm - U8 Boys’ Rugby
v St Ed’s(A)

FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA
For further insight into your child’s
day at Berky, please follow us on
Social Media. We would be really
grateful if you could share stories
too. Here are our Social Media
handles:
Instagram:
berkhampstead_school
Facebook: Berkhampstead
Twitter: BerkyCheltenham

News from Early Years
KINDERGARTEN

The beginning of a new school year is always an exciting
time as we look forward to all the challenges and
activities ahead. We welcome the children back to
school and would like to extend a particularly warm
welcome to all of our new pupils and their families.
We do hope that you will soon feel that you are a part
of our happy school.
The children looked so smart in their uniforms and have
had lots of fun in their first week of school. They have
been busy little bees getting to know each other and
making themselves familiar to their new surroundings
and routines.
The Information Meetings for Kindergarten and
Reception this week were very successful;
the staff enjoyed meeting you all, talking
about daily routines and expectations
for the year ahead and answering
your questions. Thank you to those
who attended.
Kindergarten children have all settled
well into the routine and have been
enjoying lots of exciting activities based
on our topic of ‘Bears’. A sample of fun
learning for the children this week was
playing with porridge oats, making bear
faces with playdough, counting and
sorting bears and making bears for
our display. We have enjoyed a
variety of games to support
friendships and playing
together; during
Circle Time, the
children have been
encouraged to tell
everyone their
name.

The outdoor classroom
has been well loved, with
children exploring the
environment with all
its natural resources
and story area.
Kindergarten is full of
new experiences and
the children have been
brilliant at trying new
things and going to
new places, such as
the library, gym and
small hall for lunch.

News from Early Years
RECEPTION

Reception children are enjoying the topic ‘Families’ and
we have shared some fantastic ideas.
This week, we have been following our timetable, and
these are some of the events which happen daily or
weekly:
After morning registration, the children participate in
‘Playdough Disco’. This involves moulding playdough in
time to music and performing different actions such as
rolling it into a ball, flattening it, putting each individual
finger into the dough, rolling it into a sausage and
squeezing it. This activity helps to strengthen children’s
fine motor muscles to enable them to develop their
pencil grip which in turn will help to develop their
writing skills. But, most importantly, it’s fun!

attention. It enables them to calm down and reflect on a
situation when they need to make a choice.
During Early Years assembly on Wednesday, two children
from each class are awarded a certificate (in a form of
a leaf) for ‘living Berky’s values’. The children then put
their leaves on the relevant branches (Honesty, Kindness,
Perseverance, Trust and Politeness) of the tree, and each
term they take the certificate home.
The children feel valued for who they are and what they
contribute to the school. ‘Living our values’ supports
the personal, social and spiritual development of the
department.
During the assembly, a story is shared with the children;
at the end of the story, they reflect on which values are
relevant to the story.

Reception children participate in mindfulness activities
throughout the day.
Mindfulness provides children with simple, practical
tools to help them regulate emotional states and focus

THIS WEEK’S AWARDS

early years
Values tree
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Kindergarten: Ayla A,
George B, Archie M, Immie R
Reception: Layla F, Harvey M,
Gabriel C, Arabella G

Year 5 at Viney Hill
Adventure Centre
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Recycle Week takes place next week, 20-26 September.
Berky’s Eco Warriors urge everyone to do their very
best to increase their recycling habits at school
and at home.
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These splendid Berky umbrellas are available
from the School Office for £25.

Sports reports
HOCKEY

Finally, we are back out there! Playing their
first match in a long time for Berky and with a
strong parental presence, the U11 girls were in
high spirits and completely charged up!

G1-U11 v RPS
Draw 2-2

The girls began really well, passing and tackling
with real purpose. They held their positions
and were dominating the play. We took the
lead with a strong goal from Isla (who just
swept through their defence). This added fuel
to the girls’ fire and once again we were on
the attack with a beautiful strike by Nancy
into the D and Primmy just able to get a tap
onto the ball to claim the second goal. Ellie
supported all the attacking play on the wing.
Vivienne and Alice, in defence, had worked
hard to protect Georgia (first time in goal)
and cleared the ball cleanly. The second half
was a different tale. RPS came out stronger
and more organised. Berky defended well,
but RPS scored two strong goals, resulting in
a draw. I was really impressed with the girls
– they showed determination and excellent
teamwork. I think, once we have become
match fit, this is going to be a good season.
Well done, ladies!

G2-U11 v RPS
Lost 2-0

The girls had watched the first match and
realised the astro was fast. We began well and
were using the space effectively. We were just
struggling to make our passes strong enough
to drive the ball up the pitch. Zoe and Zoe
worked hard to protect Chloe (first time in
goal) from a barrage of attacks, but soon RPS
had scored two goals in quite quick succession.
However, Berky spirit remained high and the
girls worked hard to push the ball into an
attacking position. Lucinda was relentless in
her running up and down, trying to send the
ball to the wings, where Hettie, Thea and Ena
consistently tried to run with the ball. Sophia
worked hard to maintain her position up front,
giving the girls someone to pass to. However,
no goals were to be had! Once again, this
is their first match in a long time and once
we become match fit, I am sure the girls will
secure some wins. Well done, ladies!

G1-U11 v St Edward’s
Won 4-0

Once again, another rather warm afternoon.
Once again, fantastic parental support and even
some ex-Berky children to cheer the girls on!
The girls began really strongly, and Isla just cut
through the St Edward’s defence to score a
goal within the first couple of minutes. Berky
continued to dominate the play, passing the
ball among the attacking players and spending
a great deal of time within the St Edward’s
D. Even when St Edward’s mounted an attack,
Zoe S and Sydney worked well together to
defend and push the ball back up the field
(something we had worked on in training on
Monday!). Soon the score was 3-0 (Isla sitting
on her hat trick). Ellie, Maisie and Zoe B ran
their socks off, up and down the wing and in
the middle to maintain our attacking presence.
The fourth goal was an own goal; however,
to be fair to the girl, Berky had hit the ball so
hard it was almost unavoidable! Ena, first time
in goal, had had a quiet match until the final
minute of the match - St Edward’s had run past
our defence and powered in a shot which was
deftly saved by Ena! Well done ladies, you all
certainly played your part in a well deserved
win.

G2-U11 v St Edward’s
Lost 3-1

Isabel played a fantastic game in goal and in the
first half made at least 3 great stops and saved
Berky from conceding. Katy P and Isla were
fantastic in defence making some great tackles.
Issy played in her first game and was awesome
in attack and defence. Katy C and Hannah
were great on the wing both making fantastic
runs and interceptions. Ellie was our striker
and made some great runs in supporting play
and play making. Esi came on in the second
half in her first game ever and also made some
great runs with the ball and made her presence
felt on the pitch. In the first half Berky were
definitely dominant and the St Ed’s goalkeeper
had to make at least 3 great saves. However,
Katy C found herself in the goalmouth on
several occasions and managed to slot the ball
into the back of the net. St Ed’s were able to
counterattack and gained an equaliser. In the
second half St Ed’s bought on an entirely fresh
team. With their fresh legs they were able
to score two more goals despite the gritty
determination of the Berky girls. The Berky
girls can be very proud of the effort they put
into the game and the tenacious tackles that
they made.
The team consisted of Issy, Esi, Katy P, Katy C,
Hannah, Isla J, Isabel and Ellie A.

Sports reports
U11 v The Downs, Malvern
Lost 40 - 35

The U11 team played their first rugby match
of the season on a glorious afternoon in the
shadow of the Malvern Hills. The boys began
brightly, passing well and exploiting space to
score the first try of the match. The Downs
responded fairly quickly and established the
pattern of the game, with both sides creating
opportunities.
All of the boys made positive contributions,
be it at the ruck, passing, tackling or making
attacking runs. The teamwork was very
pleasing, with good communication and
encouragement throughout the match.
We scored seven tries in total from Otto
(3), Jacob D-T, Ben (2) and Reuben. It was,
however, very much a team effort which
helped to create the tries.
It was an even game, with The Downs just
clinching the victory by one score.
It was a fantastic start to the season and I
was delighted by the team’s performance.
Well done, boys!

