
 
 

Dear Parents,

This is a lovely time of year and the children are spending much time outside. This 
week has seen more school trips - Year 3 to Chedworth Roman Villa for History 
and Year 5 to The Living Rainforest Experience for Geography. The children gain so 
much from these trips and activities, and we are lucky that the staff are so keen to 
take them! I am also thrilled to see so many children involved in lunchtime and after 
school clubs. The gardening club is always popular at this time of year and the fruits 
of their labours are growing well! From chess, yoga, cricket nets, ballet, Supa Strikers, 
Team Building Club, STEM, Choosing club, and all the music... There is something  
for everyone!

The annual Berky’s Got Talent competition has been launched and entries are 
starting to flood in. From all the certificates and trophies I hand out in assembly, 
I know that Berky children are hugely talented so I look forward to seeing them 
perform. The auditions for this will be held after half term and all who enter will 
receive a certificate. The winners will have the opportunity to perform to the 
children and some may well be at the Summer Fete later in the term too. I am 
currently seeing whether I can rig up a Golden Button for the Headmaster to press!

This morning I welcomed the Headmaster from St Edward’s Senior School for our 
Prep Assembly. Mr Burke is relatively new to St Edward’s having joined during the 
first COVID lockdown. It was a pleasure to welcome him and the children certainly 
enjoyed his assembly and learnt about the benevolence of the Cadbury family.

I am looking forward to the Summer Term Recital next Monday, again with a range that 
would dazzle an outside observer.  With lots of talent on show, it will be a thoroughly 
enjoyable event.  Looking to the talent of the future, next Thursday features the Music 
Taster Afternoon where all from Years 2-5 are invited to ‘have a go’ and make a sound 
from any instrument they fancy!  Each teacher showcases their instruments and treats 
us to a little burst of music. The pupils are then ready to sample each instrument!  
Noisy, but great fun, it will inspire many I am sure.

I am grateful to Michelle Bareham for her continuing 
work on gaining your views on the school uniform and 
whether we can make some adjustments to it. This week 
we have added an optional change to the Year 5 and 6 
girls summer uniform. This review is ongoing, and we are 
currently looking at the Prep school bags and possible 
amendments to the games kit. More announcements 
will be forthcoming in due course but if we make any 
changes there will be a period of overlap.

Next week is our Jubilee Party - and it is fingers crossed 
for the weather so we can have all the children, and 
as many parents as possible for the street party style 
picnic. It will be a great way of celebrating the  
70 years of the Queen’s reign. It was lovely today to 
see the Berky postbox on Hewlett Road decorated  
for the Queen!

Richard Cross 
Headmaster

NEWS FROM THE HEAD

Diary dates
THE WEEK AHEAD
Mon 23rd May
Y1 Art Day
Y2 Trip to Bristol Aquarium
2.15pm U11/10 Boys’ Cricket  
v Rendcomb (A) 
4.15pm Prep Summer  
Music Recital
Tues 24th May 
Y1 and Y2 Science Day
Weds 25th May 
Y6 Viney Hill Trip departs
Y1 and Y2 Music Day
2.30pm U9 A&B Boys’ Cricket  
v Beaudesert (H)
Thurs 26th May
Kindergarten Andrew Bear 
Summer Adventure
Y1 Trip to Bristol Aquarium
Y2 Art Morning
Y2 - Y4 Music Taster Afternoon 
No After School Prep Sports 
Club
Fri 27th May
Jubilee Celebrations 
12.30pm Jubilee Lunch 
Y6 Viney Hill Trip returns  
(after Jubliee lunch)

FRIDAY 20TH MAY
SUMMER TERM



This week has seen a plethora of colour in Year 1 as they 
were busy creating beautiful collages of ‘The Rainbow 
Fish!’ The shiny scales were most spectacular! There has 
been a more formal element to their week as they have 
been writing their invitations for the Jubilee Party. The 
Queen herself would be very proud of their efforts. The 
talents of Year 1 extend to their green fingers; having 
achieved success with growing cress they are now growing 
peas. What a talented bunch they are!

Year 2 children have decided to write their own sequel to 
the ‘Snail and the Whale’ by Julia Donaldson. They started 
off with some drama to spark their creativity and devised 
imaginative story plans that have led to some excellent 
stories! If you want to find out how the Snail and the 
Whale coped in Lapland or how they rescued a seal then 
ask a Year 2 to tell you their tale!

As part of their topic work, Year 2 
love singing a song they have learnt 
about the five oceans. Again, if you 
want to know more they would be 
happy to share it with you! As their 
ocean work continues they have 
finished the week on the crest of a 
wave. Take a look at their artwork 
which illustrates the splendid detail 
of the waves they have created! GS

News from PreNews from Pre--PrepPrep

Pre-Prep parents We often come across uniform labelled with names of children who are in Prep which may have been passed on to your child, or purchased in the second hand shop. It’s really important to ensure all your children’s uniform is labelled correctly to ensure it isn’t lost.



SCHOOL FETE PLANT STAND
The Prep School Eco Committee was very busy this week planting seeds - 
including tomatoes, chives, cucumber, sunflowers, sage and parsley - ready 
to be sold at Mrs Agg’s Plant Stall at the Summer Fete, (Saturday 25th 
June). They will spend the next few weeks looking after their seedlings. 
Mrs Agg would be very grateful for other donations of planted seeds and 
cuttings for her stall. Please bring them into school, indicating the type  
of plant.

THE BIG PLASTIC COUNT
This week, Jacob, one of our Y6 Eco-Warrior leaders, and other pupils 
across the school - have been involved in the Big Plastic Count. They 
have joined thousands of people across the UK in an investigation into 
household plastic. Together they’ve been collecting the evidence needed 
to push the government, supermarkets and companies to tackle the plastic 
crisis. Miss Walter explained all in yesterday’s Prep School assembly. 

Eco newsEco news

JUST  
4  

DAYS!



DESIGN YOUR OWN  
PLATINUM JUBILEE COIN!
This year, The Queen celebrates her record-breaking  
70th year on the throne, making her the longest reigning 
British monarch ever! The Royal mint and John Lewis 
& Partners Cheltenham are inviting children to design a 
celebratory coin in her honour. Designs will be judged by 
The Royal Mint’s real life coin designers - so get creative 
and have fun! For further details, and a template of the coin, 
please refer to the email being sent by the School Office. 

VOTE FOR US!
We have been shortlisted in the ‘Independent School of the 
Year’ category of the SoGlos Lifestyle Awards 2022. If you 
haven’t already voted, we would be so grateful if you could 
do so by visiting www.soglos.com/awards-lifestyle 

Please spread the word! Thank you.

INSTAGRAM
To see the very latest of the Berky Instagram feed, 
(berkhampstead_school) please ‘favourite’ us by tapping 
on ‘Instagram’ on the top left of your Instagram  
home page. 

DANGEROUS 
PARKING
Please can parents be 
careful not to obstruct 
pavement crossing 
points outside school as 
this makes it unsafe for 
parents crossing the road 
with pushchairs and young 
children. 

OLD SCHOOL PICTURES 
If you have any old photos of Berky or know someone who 
has, please send them - or copies of them - into the Office 
for Mrs Agg who wants to organise and develop our alumni

archives. Please give names of any children you recognise on 
the photos and the approximate date. Thank you.

News from around  News from around  
  the school  the school



GIRLS’ CRICKET
U10/11 v Rendcomb
We took two mixed teams of Y5 
and Y6 girls to the gorgeous cricket 
fields at Rendcomb on Wednesday 
afternoon. Team 2 batted well 
and there were some excellent 
partnerships. The girls were, on the 
whole, communicating well and 
timing their runs. Our bowling has 
improved; I was really pleased that all 
the girls bowled overarm and were 
trying their hardest. We still need 
to work on our reaction times and 
fielding skills to reduce the run count 
of the opposition. Rendcomb  
252- Berky 258. Well done girls,  
a tight victory!

Team 1 were in to bat first and they 
hit some lovely fours and got off to a 
good start. The girls had to hit some 
balls off a tee, something we don’t 
normally do, and picked up some 
quick runs. I was so impressed with 
how the girls conducted themselves 
during the fielding; I witnessed 
great teamwork, communication 
and movement. Isla R got a wicket 
and a catch during her over, and to 
hear the rest of the team cheer her 
success was brilliant. All girls bowled 
really well although we allowed 
Rendcomb to hit a few fours. It was 
a deserved win. Well done, girls. 
Berky won by 42 runs. Berky 252 - 
Rendcomb 211.

U11 v Hopelands
The girls got to the Victoria 
Ground and were ready to go; 
the weather was on our side! All 
teams worked well as a collective 
and communicated brilliantly in the 
field. Our throwing and bowling 
were getting stronger throughout 
the game, something the girls have 
worked hard on over the last week. 
Hopelands made some good hits 
across all three games making the 
Berky girls have to run! I was very 
impressed by the sportsmanship from 
all the Berky girls towards Hopelands. 
They were great games and it was 
a pleasure to watch the girls display 
great teamwork and sportsmanship. 
Well done to all of the Year 6 girls.

Group 1 Berky 272 - 239 
Group 2 Berky 246 - 211 
Group 3 Berky 233 - 216

Cricket reportsCricket reports......



BOYS’ CRICKET
U9A v St Edward’s    
Our first match of the season was 
against St Edward’s in warm but 
windy conditions. We batted first 
and with three overs a pair we hit 
the ground running and wasted little 
time in setting out our stall with an 
excellent opening partnership of 
34 from Ted and Ella scoring five 
fours and two fantastic sixes in their 
innings. Tom R and Ben R kept the 
momentum of runs flowing with a 
solid 27 despite facing very few balls 
because of wides due to a strong 
crosswind. Further contributions of 
25 from Sidney and Ben, 16 from 
Zac and Dylan and 29 from Wilf and 
Alistair saw us amass a very large 
total 131 for 1. A quick team talk and 
Berky were out in the field putting 
the visiting team under pressure 
with tight accurate bowling and tight 
fielding. After our allotted overs were 
bowled, St Ed’s fell short of our 131 
by 47 runs. It was a super display of 
bowling from Berky who gave little 
away in wides and no balls despite 
the really difficult conditions and fully 
deserved a fine victory. Well done 
boys and Ella!

U9A v Beaudesert
Our second outing inside a week 
was at home against Beaudesert 
in perfect conditions. We won the 
toss and decided to bat.  A very 
solid start of 29 was notched up by 
our two openers Ted and George. 
Runs began to build from there, 
further partnerships of 25 from Ben 
R and Tom R and 35 from our last 
pair Wilf and Alistair saw our final 
score reach 95 for 4. Our middle 
order batting lineup of Sidney, Ben S, 
Dylan and Zac faced the quickest of 
Beaudesert’s bowling but stuck at it 
with a dogged determination. A short 
interval and team talk seemed to 
concentrate the minds on accurate 
bowling. A rare maiden over from 
Sidney and two wickets in an over 
from Ben S put plenty of pressure 
on Beaudesert’s batting and with 36 
needed off the final three overs 
the result was never in doubt. The 
highlights of the afternoon were 
two superb catches from Tom 
R at long leg and Dylan at deep 
mid-wicket. It was an excellent 
performance from the boys who 
fully deserved their victory over 
Beaudesert by 9 runs. 

U9B v Beaudesert
The U9B team had another good 
game this week, and I was pleased to 
see improvements in all areas of the 
game. Berky bowled first and they 
all bowled accurately and restricted 
the scoring. In the field the boys 
were alert and gathered the ball well, 
ensuring an early run out by Luis and 
Isaac. Beaudesert scored a fair total 
of 253 runs. Batting is a strength 
for the boys and this was the main 
difference in the game. All 4 pairs 
scored well with many boundaries 
and some quick runs too. Owen 
and Tommy top scored with 39 but 
the pairs of Hugo and Luis, Freddie 
and Isaac and George and Ben all 
contributed to a big total of 301. 
Well done boys, a good win by  
48 runs.

Cricket reportsCricket reports......

Please noteThe U11/10 Boys’ cricket fixture  v Rendcomb on Monday 23rd May is now an away match.


